Environment Forum

CCWA’s State Election Forum, Murdoch Lecture Theatre, UWA, 28 February 2013

My first degree was in urban and regional planning and I have worked professionally mainly in that field.  However I have a master’s degree in science from the University of Washington in Seattle and have some experience in regional resource assessment, river management and environmental impact studies.  
I was a foundation member of both the Swan-Avon integrated Catchment Management Group and the Swan River Trust.  I worked with Agriculture WA in its South-West Sustainable Rural Development Program to promote landcare.  I participated in the preparation of the first National Conservation Strategy for Australia, the WA equivalent and subsequent State of the Environment reports.  I have served as chair of the National Heritage Trust for the Perth Metropolitan Region, allocating federal grant monies to conservation groups.  
Throughout my career I have been a long-time member of various environmental groups, including the Australian Conservation Foundation, the Wetlands Conservation Society, the National Trust of Australia and The Tree Society.  In the early day I was involved in speaking up for the Jarrah forest when it was threatened by bauxite mining and helped Alcoa accept its corporate responsibilities when carrying out strip mining.  Largely through my efforts over many years the Town Planning legislation was changed to allow local planning schemes to protect trees, although the degree this has been taken up has been disappointing.  I have been involved in battles to create and protect the Canning River Wetlands Regional Park, safeguard water resources of the Swan Coastal Plain and preserve the Underwood Avenue Bushland - very important to our Black Cockatoos.
When I declared my canditure in the electorate of Nedlands for the 2013 State Elections, I was interviewed by Piers and Mika as to my attitude to CCWA’s and The Wilderness Society’s publication titled Joint Environment Groups’ Policy Priorities for the Election.  The document contained policy reform proposals in 12 key areas:

Protecting our Special Places 
1. Protect the Kimberley

2. Protect our unique marine environment

3. Protect our forests, woodlands and rangelands

A Clean, Safe Energy Future for WA

4. Keep WA nuclear free

5. Halt gas fracking

6. Transform our energy system and plan for climate change

Healthy and Sustainable Environment

7. Address WA’s waste and recycling crisis

8. Introduce a sustainable transport system for WA

9. Secure our water future

10. Keep our food supply safe and our family farms in business

Government and Legislation

11. Strengthen environmental laws and agencies

12. Mining regulation

I didn’t have any difficulty with any of the proposals, although I thought some were more important than others and some suggestions required discussion.   
I was prompted to make a list of omissions and what I thought should be included in policy reform, including the need for:
Coastal wetlands Policy

Urban Tree protection

Protection of local parklands from being developed and sold off

Dung beetle research

Water Sensitive Design

Smart power metering

Mandated on-site power generation

Asbestos Codes – for reporting, handling and disposal

Control of GM trees and 

Private land conservation.

On my election website www.maxhipkins.org.au I have included my views on the following:

Water and Power (on-site generation, charges)
Underground Power

GM Crops and Trees
Environmental Protection (preservation of wildlife, legislative changes)
Light Rail

Underwood Avenue Bushland

Logging in Native Forests
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